Utility of the gastro-omental free flap in head and neck reconstruction.
In the current era of organ-preservation therapies, surgical salvage and reconstruction of defects following ablation of mucosa and soft tissue in the head and neck is extremely challenging because of the toxic effects of chemoradiation and intensive radiotherapy on wounds. The anatomical, physiological and immunological properties of the gastro-omental flap make it an ideal reconstructive technique in head and neck surgery. Several case series published in the past 12 months highlight the utility of this flap in inhospitable wounds and particularly in restoration of circumferential pharyngeal defects. The gastro-omental flap produces satisfactory functional results and morbidity in this group of high-risk patients. The gastro-omental free flap provides an alternative to traditional reconstructive techniques that is ideally suited to high-risk complex wounds in the head and neck.